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Our 81st Congress 


ANNOUNCER: The Northwestern Uni- 
versity Reviewing Stand! 


Mr. BUCHANAN: What do you think 
of our 81st Congress? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: I think that from 
the standpoint of the people of the 
United States the 81st Congress has 
been a good Congress—as was the 80th 
Congress—except, of course, that the 
81st Congress should balance the bud- 
get and should not be spending as 
much money as it is. However, from 
the standpoint of President Truman 
and the Democratic platform, this Con- 
gress is about the world’s worst. 


SENATOR PEPPER: On the contrary, a 
survey by the Congressional Quarterly 
shows that the Truman program is 
much further along after six months 
of the 81st Congress than it was after 
six months of the 80th Congress. As 
a matter of fact, the 81st Congress 
has already fulfilled Democratic cam- 
paign promises on housing, reorgani- 
zation, and crop storage. In spite of 
stiff opposition, the Congress has 
moved steadily toward adoption of the 
Truman program. 
eo So * 


Mr. BUCHANAN: We all remember the 
issue President Truman made in his 
campaign about the 80th Congress. 
For that reason—and because our leg- 
islators now face some of the weight- 
iest problems of history—most of us 
are vitally interested in our present 
Congress, 


What Should Be Done? 


What is it doing? What political 
forces are at work? What special 
problems does it face? Is it meeting 
the demands of the people? 

Senator Capehart, you apparently 
disagree with the Democratic Party’s 
actions, especially in this Congress. 
What would you like to see done? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: I would like to 


see, first, the budget balanced and ex- 
penditures cut down, because I do not 
think any nation can go on year in 
and year out, day in and day out, 
spending more money than it takes in, 
without eventually going bankrupt. 

I would like to see the Congress pass 
the Atlantic Pact, the Appropriations 
bills—by reducing them and bringing 
them in line with our anticipated in- 
come—and recess until next January 
2S 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Senator Pepper, you 
believe our Congress is moving toward 
adoption of some of the legislation 
proposed by President Truman. How 
much of this legislation do you think 
it can accomplish in this session? 


Balance the Budget? 


SENATOR PEPPER: A great deal of this 
legislation has already been accom- 
plished, a great deal more of it is in 
process of accomplishment now, and 
quite a lot more will be accomplished 
before this session ends. 


Now, Senator Capehart referred to 
the lack of balance in the budget. We, 
in our Democratic platform last year, 
said: 

“We pledge the continued mainte- 
nance of those sound fiscal policies 
under which Democratic leadership 
has brought about a balanced budget 
and a reduction of the public debt by 
$28,000,000,000 since the close of the 
war.” 

At the close of this fiscal year we 
had only a deficit of $1,800,000,000, in 
spite of the fact that, against Presi- 
dent Truman’s recommendation, taxes 
had been cut in the 80th Congress. 
But, as the President pointed out in 
his radio address the other evening, 
his administration has paid off more of 
the public debt than has been paid off 
by all previous administrations! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Well, of course, 
the President of the United States did 
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not tell all the facts when he said his 
Administration had paid off the $28,- 
000,000,000. He forgot to tell the 
American people, as he so often does, 
that $20,000,000,000 of that amount 
was money collected from a bond sale 
at about the end of the war. The Ad- 
ministration had no use for the money, 
and it took the $20,000,000,000 and ap- 
plied it to the debt. 

Now, Senator, you said a moment 
ago that this Congress, the 81st, had 
accomplished as much as the 80th up 
to this time. Do you know the 80th 
Congress had recessed by this time? 
It had finished its complete job and 
had gone home. 


SENATOR PEPPER: You mean that the 
80th Congress did not ever want to 
do too much for the people, and, when 
it had done a little bit, it decided it 
was enough, and its members went 
home. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: No, they had re- 
cessed at this time. They had finished 
all their work and gone home. Maybe, 
when you compare this Congress to 
the 80th... 


SENATOR PEPPER: Let me again go 
back to the Congressional Quarterly, 
a very able publication. I quoted that 
quarterly a bit ago when I spoke 
about the legislative program being 
further ahead. 

Look at the number of appropriation 
bills we have disposed of thus far, as 
compared to the number that was dis- 
posed of at this date last year. 


What Has Congress Done? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Well, Senator, 
we were at recess this time last year. 


SENATOR PEPPER: But, let me call at- 
tention to what has been accomplished 
in this session of Congress. The Con- 
gressional Quarterly gives a summary 
of action that has already taken 
place. 

Crop storage facilities—I am sure 
that my Republican friends remember 
the contribution they made to Presi- 
dent Truman’s election by defeating 
an effort to provide crop storage facil- 
ities! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: I may have some- 
thing to say about that in a moment! 


SENATOR PEPPER: ECA extension—we 
have already extended the ECA pro- 
gram. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: We have not 
passed the appropriations yet! 


SENATOR PEPPER: That is one of the 
items remaining to be acted upon by 
the Senate, but the House has already 
acted upon it, and it has been reported 
to the Senate so it will be acted upon. 
It is on the calendar and it will be con- 
sidered in the next few days. 

The Palestine Refugee Relief pro- 
gram—we have already made $16,000,- 
000 available for the refugees of Pal- 
estine. 

War Damage Claims (that is a 
settlement of the aftermath of the 
war )—the Senator will remember that 
it has been signed. 

The Senator will remember the 80th 
Congress declined to adopt the Inter- 
national Wheat Treaty, but the 81st 
Congress, on the recommendation of 
the President... 


Score Card 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Will the Senator 
yield just a moment? 


SENATOR PEPPER: Yes. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Let me give you 
the score card on Democratic platform 
pledges and Truman campaign prom- 
ises. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Would it not be ap- 


propriate to show you what we have 
done so far? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Senator Pepper, I 
think you should continue with your 
list, and then we will let Senator 
Capehart present his. 


SENATOR PEPPER: The Executive Reor- 
ganization Plan has already been ap- 
proved by the 81st Congress, and the 
President has sent down a proposal 
for twelve reorganizations under that 
statute. Then, we have already passed 
legislation for reorganizing the State 
Department. We have already passed, 
in the 81st Congress, something that 
the 80th Congress refused to pass. 
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We have increased TVA power ca- 
pacity in the Tennessee Valley. Of 
course, our friends who did not favor 
public power did not want us te do 
that. 

In the 81st Congress we extended 
rent controls, with modifications; ex- 
tended export controls; extended vol- 
untary allocations authority; and 
chartered the Virgin Islands Corpora- 
tion. 

Now, up to the first of July that 
is what we actually passed. Later I 
will talk about some of the things al- 
most ready for passage. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Let me give you 
the score card, Senator Pepper, on the 
Democratic platform pledges and Mr. 
Truman’s campaign pledges. 

Reciprocal Trade Agreement has 
not passed; displaced persons, no bill; 
higher pay for officials, no legisla- 
tion; statehood for Hawaii, no legis- 
lation; statehood for Alaska, no legis- 
lation. 


Platform Promises 


Keep in mind now, these are all 
platform pledges or promises of Presi- 
dent Truman! 

No District home rule yet; long- 
range agriculture plan—you were go- 
ing to change that—you have not done 
it. Crop storage you passed. Farm 
credit extension, no action; oleo tax 
repeal, no legislation. .. . 


SENATOR PEPPER: The House has al- 
ready passed it this year. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Price controls, no 
action whatsoever; income tax re- 
vision, no action whatsoever; excess 
profits tax law, no action; you were 
going to reinstate it. 

You were going to repeal the Taft- 
Hartley bill, but you have not done 
it. Equal pay for equal work, no 
action; minimum wage, no action; St. 
Lawrence Seaway, no action; Federal 
Tidelands title, no action to date; 
power development, Columbia River, 
no action; public transmission lines, 
no action to date; Inland Waterways 
Corporation, no action to date. Hous- 
ing, passed; rent control, passed. Im- 


prove veterans’ benefits, 
legislation enacted. 

You were going to extend Social 
Security—no action; pass the national 
health program—no action. Federal 
aid to education—no aid. The National 
Science Foundation, no action. The 
Civil Rights program that you made 
so much commotion about—no action. 
No action today on FEPC; no action 
on anti-lynching; no action on anti- 
poll tax; no action on anti-segregation. 

You passed three bills that possibly 
mean something to the entire popula- 
tion; that is, housing, rent control, and 
crop storage—and you did not pass the 
storage bill until about two weeks ago. 


no major 


Mr. BUCHANAN: That is an imposing 
list on both sides. I would like to hear 
from Senator Pepper now. 


‘Ready for Passage’ 


SENATOR PEPPER: I said there were a 
lot of things almost ready for passage. 
Reciprocal Trade Agreements is the 
next, or the second to the next, pro- 
gram coming up on the Senate calen- 
dar. It has already passed the House 
of Representatives. We are making 
progress on that. 

The President has recommended 
passage and we are making progress 
on the displaced persons program. It 
is still in committee, but it will be 
out on the calendar sometime soon. On 
the District home rule, Democratic 
Senators have led the fight for suc- 
cessful adoption of a home rule pro- 
gram by the Senate. It is now in the 
House. 

On the farm program, the agricul- 
tural experimental trial, the Brannan 
program, is up or will be very shortly, 
in the House of Representatives. The 
House of Representatives has already 
passed our recommended repeal of the 
oleo tax program. 

On Taft-Hartley, you know what a 
fight we Democrats made there, but 
with a few Democrats joining you Re- 
publicans who voted almost solidly on 
the other side, you were able to defeat 
us by two votes from striking the in- 
junction feature out of the amended... 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Now, the Senater 
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well knows that the Democratic Party 
controls both the House of Represen- 
tatives . 


SENATOR PEPPER: Oh, yes. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: and the 
United States Senate; you have a big 
majority in each. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Yes. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Let me read what 
President Truman said... 


SENATOR PEPPER: I want to finish my 
list now! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Let me read what 
he said October 7, 1948. 


“The only way you can get the kind 
of government you need is by going to 
the polls and voting the straight Dem- 
ocratiec ticket on November 2. Then 
you will get a Democratic Congress, 
and I will get a Congress that will 
work with me.” 


‘Quit Alibiing’ 


‘Now, let’s quit alibiing about not 
having enough Democrats, because you 
have them. You have the Democrats! 


SENATOR PEPPER: I am not alibiing, 
but the country knows that the Demo- 
ératic Party has the Dixiecrats in it 
and that we have had a certain num- 
ber of conservative Democrats for a 
long time, The only reason those con- 
servative Democrats can influence 
Congressional legislation is that the 
Republicans almost solidly line up with 
the Dixiecrats. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Senator Pepper, 
you would not say that the Southern 
Dixiecrats are Republicans or that 
Senators Byrd and Russell and George 
were Republicans. You would not say 
the people in the South voted for the 
Republicans, would you? 


SENATOR PEPPER: You can take your 
choice, whether the Republicans vote 
for the Dixiecrats or the Dixiecrats 
vote for the Republicans. It is one 
way or the other. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: They are still 
Democrats. 


SENATOR PEPPER: They are Demo- 
crats, and we are proud to have them, 
but the Senator knows that when the 
Republican Party lines up solidly with 
the Democratic minority ... 


SENATOR CAPEHART: No, no, it is the 
other way around. The great Demo- 
crats of the South line up with the 
great Republicans of the North. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Well, then you can 
call them “Republicrats.” When you 
Republicrats get together, of course, 
you influence national policy. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: One of the things 
I dislike very much—and the Ameri- 
can people are getting sick and tired 
of it—is that the President and you 
Democrats are always alibiing and 
complaining that somebody else is re- 
sponsible for all of your troubles and 
your ills. If you do not get something 
accomplished, then you simply say it 
is the Dixiecrats, it is the Republicans. 
Why do you not stand on your own 
feet now and get this job done? 


‘The Record Speaks’ 


SENATOR PEPPER: The record speaks 
for itself, Senator! Let me go ahead 
with that record. 

You referred to the Minimum Wage 
Law. The Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare has reported a 
seventy-five cent minimum wage bill, 
as our platform called for, to the Sen- 
ate. It is on the Senate calendar, and 
it is one of the next bills to be taken 
up. 

On public power, public transmission 
lines — if you will vote with us Ad- 
ministration Democrats—we are going 
to make these distribution lines pub- 
licly owned. That matter is coming 
before us in the Senate at a very early 
date. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: You control the 
machinery of the Senate and the 
House. We will vote any day you 
bring the measures before us. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Not when you and 
the Dixiecrats ... 

SENATOR CAPEHART: There you go 
again! You fail to stand on your own 
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feet and accept your own responsi- 
bilities. 

SENATOR PEPPER: Now, with respect 
to Veterans’ Benefits, there was a Vet- 
erans’ Benefits bill passed by the 
House of Representatives. In the Sen- 
ate the Labor and Public Welfare 
Committee has already reported out 
legislation providing automobiles for 
two additional classes of disabled vet- 
erans who were never provided for 
by the 80th Congress; namely, to a 
veteran who has lost a hand, or the 
use of a hand, or two hands. 


SENATOR CAPEHARTS The 80th Con- 
gress passed such legislation! 


SENATOR PEPPER: No, it only provided 
for those suffering the loss of a foot, 
or use of a foot, or loss of two feet. 
It did not provide for an automobile 
for a blind veteran, and a veteran who 
had lost the use of, or one hand or 
both hands. 


On Social Security, the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House of 
Representatives has been conducting 
hearings on the President’s recommen- 
dation for months, and it is just about 
ready to report. 


Measures Before Congress 


Now, the Senator mentioned our 
health program. It is clear that we 
will come out of this Congress with an 
increased appropriation of 100% Fed- 
eral aid for construction of hospitals 
over the bill in the last Congress. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Will the Senator 
yield now? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Let’s finish the list. 


SENATOR PEPPER: On the Senate cal- 
endar is $35,000,000 for aid to the 
health of children in the schools of 
this country. We are also going to 
provide, I am sure, funds for the in- 
erease of medical school facilities in 
this country. The Senate has already 
passed the bill for Federal aid to pub- 
lic education. We have already passed 
in the Senate the National Science 
Foundation Act, and, again, had not 
the Republican Party almost solidly 


lined up with the Dixiecrats, we would 
have passed a portion or all of the 
Civil Rights Program. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: There you. go 
again, Senator, blaming somebody 
else, when you are in control! 


SENATOR PEPPER: The record speaks 
for itself! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: I would like to 
call your attention to the fact, Sen- 
ator, that when President Truman 
called the Congress back into session 
for fifteen days last summer he said 
it could pass the following measures 
in fifteen days. I would like to read 
them to you: Price Control, Housing, 
Minimum Wage, Federal Aid to Edu- 
eation, Social Security Expansion, 
National Health Program, Civil 
Rights Program, Public Power Proj- 
ects and Displaced Persons, 


Now, the 81st Congress, under Dem- 
ocratic control, has been here six and 
a half months, and it has passed only 
one of those bills. That is the Housing 
bill, and that originally, as you know, 
Senator Pepper, was yours and Sena- 
tor Taft’s—at least half-way a Re- 
publican measure. 


How do you account for the fact 
that President Truman criticized the 
80th Congress for not passing all those 
measures in fifteen days, when a Dem- 
ocratic-controlled House and a Demo- 
eratic-controlled Senate have not been 
able to pass any of them, except one— 
that is, housing—in six and a half 
months? 


‘Who Delays Bill?’ 


SENATOR PEPPER: What the President 
had in mind, of course, was that the 
Congress would really get down to 
business and consider those bills on 
their merits and not allow them to be 
delayed unduly... 


SENATOR CAPEHART: 
them? 


SENATOR PEPPER: The bills are consid- 
ered by the committee, and then they 
are delayed by debate in the Senate. 
The Senator can well determine who 
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delays these programs, but I am glad 
the Senator called attention to the fact 
that one of the bills, which did not 
pass in the 80th Congress, passed in 
the 81st Congress—the Federal Hous- 
ing Program, the long-range housing 
policy so strongly supported by the 
President. 

We have also extended the Interna- 
tional Children’s Emergency Fund. 


Now, Senator, as I said, a lot of 
these provisions are soon going to 
be passed. One of those which the Sen- 
ate is going to ratify—I am sure we 
will within the very next few days— 
is the Atlantic Pact. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Is not that a bi- 
partisan measure? The Republicans 
are as much responsible for that. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Yes, it is in the 
sense that Senator Vandenberg is very 
active in support of it, but the leader 
of the Republican Party in the Senate, 
Senator Taft, is aggressively against 
it. I dare say there will be a larger 
percentage of Democrats supporting it 
than Republicans. 

Now, one other matter, if I may 
mention it. We also had the Veterans’ 
Readjustment Allowances Bill before 
our committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare. That is the 52-20 bill. I 
think we will have that on the Senate 
calendar in a very few days, and I 
hope that it helps ease the shock of 
some veteran unemployment in the 
country at an early date. 


Labor and Civil Rights 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Now, going to 
the Taft-Hartley Act, FEPC, anti- 
lynching, anti-poll tax, anti-segrega- 
tion. 

SENATOR PEPPER: All right! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Now, those are 
measures that the Democratic Party 


had the most to say about during the 
campaign. 


SENATOR PEPPER: First, the Taft- 
Hartley bill. Senator, again, as I said, 
in the Senate we came within two 
votes of eliminating one of the worst 
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features of the Taft-Hartley bill, and 
we could not get a better vote because 
the Republican Party almost solidly 
lined up with the Dixiecrats. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Senator, you 
overlook the fact that you control— 
you, the Democratic Party—control 
the Senate. 


SENATOR PEPPER: Yes. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: You control the 
House. You have the votes. 


Who Controls Congress? 


SENATOR PEPPER: You mean we would 
have them if it were not for the Re- 
publicans. The Administration Dem- 
ocrats do have the majority of the 
Democratic Party, but the presence of 
the Republicans to swing their weight 
to the side of the Dixiecrats paralyzes 
the efforts of the President and his 
party to get things done. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: In other words, 
you are going to have an alibi. 


SENATOR PEPPER: If you Republicans 
will quit voting with the Dixiecrats, 
we'll get something done. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Why don’t the 
Dixiecrats quit voting with us? They 
are Democrats. They ran on your 
ticket. Lhey are part and parcel of 
your organization. Why don’t you 
control them? 


SENATOR PEPPER: I think that would 
be fine! I wish they would quit voting 
with you and vote with us more. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Let’s be specific on 
some of these topics we have men- 
tioned here. We started to talk about 
labor. { would like to hear more about 
that. ‘Chen, civil rights and the health 
program, iit we can. 

Senator Capehart, what would you 
like to see done with the Taft-Hartley 
Act? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: I voted for the 
Taft-Hartley revised law. I naturally 
want to see it as I voted for it. How- 
ever, I did vote against the injunction 
and plant seizure. I was opposed to 
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those provisions, and I said so and 
voted that way. The Taft-Hartley 
law has undergone twenty-seven 
changes which are beneficial to labor. 


My point is that the Democratic 
Party said it was going to repeal the 
law, and it has not repealed it! The 
Democrats have not kept their pledges, 
and yet they have the votes to do it. 


Pledges and Votes 


SENATOR PEPPER: Senator, as I said 
a moment ago, the President recom- 
mended that we repeal the Taft- 
Hartley law. Repeal is included in 
the Democratic platform. In the Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare 
the vote for repeal, and for the 
Thomas Bill, recommended by the 
President, was eight Democrats to 
five Republicans, a straight party 
vote. 

When it got to the floor of the Sen- 
ate this combination that I spoke of, 
the Republicans and the Dixiecrats, 
was able by two votes to keep us from 
our platform pledge. Now, in the 
House may take the matter up a little 
later, and if it can pass the repeal 
bill, it will give us a chance to re- 
consider in the Senate. I am for re- 
peal of the Taft-Hartley law, and so 
is the President, and so is a great 
majority of the Democratic Senators. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Senator Pepper, 
I do not believe you meant to say that 
you came within two votes... 


SENATOR PEPPER: .. . of knocking out 
one of the worst features. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Yes, but when it 
came to the vote on the Taft-Hartley 
substitute you were about ten votes 
short. é 


SENATOR PEPPER: Yes, but if we would 
have won that two-vote fight, I think 
we would have won the major fight. 
It was generally understood that the 
action was a test vote. But as long 
as Senator Taft and the Republicans 
are determined to pass that kind of 
law, and as long as there is a split in 
the Democratic Party, of course, re- 
peal is going to be difficult for us to 


achieve. We are going into the elec- 
tions next year in the hope that we 
can eliminate enough Republicans to 
make it possible for the Roosevelt and 
Truman Democrats to keep the Demo- 
cratic platform pledge. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Senator Pepper, 
why do you not try to eliminate some 
of the Southern Democrats? 


SENATOR PEPPER: There are not many 
of them coming up for election. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: There are some 
fifteen or twenty of them, aren’t there? 


SENATOR PEPPER: No, I think there are 
only two, if I remember correctly! 


SENATOR CAPEHART: How are you go- 
ing to handle that situation? Are they 
always going to vote with the Repub- 
licans? Are they more Republican 
than Democrat? 


SENATOR PEPPER: No, Senator, we had 
twice as many Democratic Senators 
from the South voting against the 
Taft-Hartley bill this time as we did 
in the 80th Congress. So, if we gain 
100% in successive Congresses, we will 
soon have all of our Southern Demo- 
crats voting for Democratic principles. 


Eliminate Southern Democrats? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Do you think 
those Southern Democrats you are 
talking about should not run on the 
Democratic ticket? 


SENATOR PEPPER: No, that is up to 
them, and I do not want to have the 
contrary understood. There is a lot 
more good in these gentlemen than 
there is bad. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: In other words, 
would you say there was a lot of good 
in the Republicans? 


SENATOR PEPPER: There is lots of good 
in the Republicans, and you are one 
of them who shows there is. I am 
glad you voted with us on the labor 
bill injunction provision. 

Mr. BUCHANAN: What about bipar- 
tisan voting in relation to foreign 
affairs? Do you think that is working 
out, Senator Capehart? 
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SENATOR CAPEHART: It is certainly 
working, as far as the votes are con- 
cerned, as far as passing the legisla- 
tion is concerned. There is no ques- 
tion about it. But I have been opposed 
to it and always will be. I think it 
is wrong in principle. I voted for the 
foreign bipartisan measures. I am go- 
ing to vote for the Atlantic Pact, but, 
in principle, I think a bipartisan pol- 
icy, whether it be in foreign matters 
or domestic matters, is wrong under 
our system of government. 


Republican Opposition 


SENATOR PEPPER: I am sure you are 
going to observe a growing Republican 
opposition which, in my opinion, rep- 


resents a growing spirit and senti-. 


ment of isolation in the measures that 
come along in the future. Now, I am 
not condemning that, but I am saying 
that I think you will find the Repub- 
licans supporting high tariff policies, 
opposing the reciprocal trade program. 
I think you are going to find them 
voting against arms pacts, extension 
of ECA—in the full amount—and vot- 
ing against the Atlantic Pact. 

Now, I am glad the able Senator 
here has supported many of those 
measures, but I am speaking of the 
record of his party generally. 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Well, Senator, I 
am opposed to the bipartisan foreign 
policy because I think it is un-Amer- 
ican, I think it is wrong, and I would 
be just as much opposed to a domes- 
tie bipartisan policy. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: What do you see in 
the future for the remainder of this 
session, in the future of this Congress, 
Senator Capehart? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: At the moment 
the leadership is confused. The Pres- 
ident of the United States is con- 
fused. He does not know what he 
wants or when he wants it. Six months 
ago he wanted price controls and regi- 


mentation of our industry and an in- 
crease in our taxes. Today he says 
that we should not have an increase 
in taxes and that there is no longer 
need for price control. 

There is lack of leadership. I think 
I can say without fear of contradiction 
that the leadership of the Democratic 
Party at the moment, including the 
President, is not pushing for these 
measures the party advocated. 


SENATOR PEPPER: We are not con- 
fused; we are obstructed. That is the 
trouble. We have too much opposition. 
If it were not for the opposition we 
have to encounter, it would take us 
only a few days to have the House 
pass the Federal Aid bill that we 
passed in the Senate, and the School 
Health Services bill, and the National 
Science Foundation bill, and the uni- 
fication law for the armed services 
that we passed in the Senate, the D. 
C. Home Rule bill; and for the Senate 
to pass the repeal of the oleo tax; to 
adopt the Reciprocal Trade Agree- 
ments Act; to liberalize the Displaced 
Persons Act; to adopt further veter- 
ans’ benefits, and several more im- 
portant measures. 

If they will not just obstruct us... 


Who Obstructs? 


SENATOR CAPEHART: Who is obstruct- 
ing? It is your own... 


SENATOR PEPPER: We will let the rec- 
ord speak for us! 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I think it is tra- 
ditionally American to disagree, and 
we in the Reviewing Stand always 
welcome expression on opposite sides 
of each question. 

Your comments are especially valu- 
able because, whether we agree or not, 
we start to think about our Congress 
and what it is doing, what it is not 
doing. That, above all, is tradition- 
ally American, 


Announcer: Thank you, gentlemen. 
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BURNS, JAMES M. Congress On Trial. New York, Harper, 1949. 

An examination of the work and organization of the government’s legis- 
lative branch. 

Commonweal 50:211, June 10, ’49. “81st Congress: The Record So Far.” 

Present accomplishments of Congress with comments on Mr. Truman’s 
health program, the “yardville” plan, and the Hickenlooper-Lillienthal contro- 
versy. 

Congressional Digest 28:3-4, Jan., ’49. “Political Organization Tops ’49 
Agenda.” 

Outlines the expected political organization of the 81st Congress. 
Congressional Digest 28:35-6, Feb. 19, ’49. “Background of Leaders in 81st 
Congress.” 

Fortnightly 171 (ns 165) :73-7, Feb., ’49. “Mr. Truman’s New Deal.” 

An analysis of Mr. Truman’s administration, the make-up of the 81st 
Congress, and legislative issues in the foreground of the 81st Congressional 
session as seen from England. 
Life 26:28-31, Jan. 17, 49. “Democrats Take Over in Congress.” 

Notes and photographs on personages in the 81st Congress. 

Life 27:17-21, July 25, ’49. “What Kind of America? The 81st Congress, 
Led By Senator Taft, Debates the Basic Issue of Statism.” 

Issues before the 81st Congress, their supporters and opponents, and a few 
predictions as to their final outcomes in this Congress. 
Nation 168:345-6, March 26, ’49. “Breakup of the Parties?” 

Places the responsibility for line-up of Southern Democrats with Re-. 
publicans to preserve the filibuster on the lack of Presidential leadership. 
Nation 168:375-6, April 2, ’49. “Time to Raise a Storm.” 

Comments on bills for veterans’ pensions and rent control and the 
unsatisfactory results of President Truman’s mild approach. 

Nation 168:548-9, May 14, ’49. “New Congress, Old Factions.” 

Explains that old factions in the 81st Congress are bleeding the strength 
from the President’s campaign pledges. 

Nation 168:627, June 4, ’49. “Lucas Fiasco.” 

Defeatist attitudes of Senator Lucas as majority leader have done little 
to help put the Truman administration’s program into legislation: 

New Republic 120:9, Jan. 3; 9, Jan. 17; 8, Jan. 24; 6, Jan. 31, ’49. “New Faces 
in Congress.” 

Brief personality and political sketches of new members of Congress. 

New Republic 120:7, June 6, ’49. “Truman Plows Ahead.” 

A report on the progress of the Administration in fulfilling its promises. 
Newsweek 33:15-16, Feb. 14, ’49. “Between the Hill and the White House.” 

Notes on issues providing constant disagreement between Mr. Truman and 
the 81st Congress. 

Newsweek 33:92, May 16, ’49. “Congressional Indigestion.” 
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Indicates that there are no solutions of the problems before Congress 
in sight. 
Newsweek 33:26, May 23, ’49. “Tides in the 81st Congress.” E. K. LINDLEY. 
Indicates that some factions have caused a certain portion of Mr. Truman’s 
program to bog down, but shifting alignments on separate issues keep control 
of Congress from the hands of any one group. 
U.S. News 26:13-14, Jan. 7, 49. “Why Truman Faces Trouble.” 
Gives the new line-up in Congress and President Truman’s chances of 
delivering on his campaign promises. 
_U.S. News 26:19-20, Feb. 18, ’49. “Balky Congress vs. Mr. Truman.” 
Outlines the situation and prospect of individual issues showing the 
necessity for compromise, 
U.S. News 26:11-12, March 11, ’49. “Truman Program Bogged Down.” 
_ Labor, tax, control plans appear beaten; spending plans more likely to 
be approved. 
U.S. News 26:27-8, April 1, ’49. “Compromise, Southern Style.” 
Administration compromises made necessary by Southern Democrats 
in Congress. 
U.S. News 26:16-17; April 15, ’49. “Fair Deal Hurdle; Rural Votes.” 
- _ Explains the balky Congress in terms of the city versus the country: 
rural Congressmen are not so interested in revising labor laws, raising the 
minimum wage, civil rights, etc. 
U.S. News 26:15-16, April 29, ’49. “Why Unions Last in Congress.” 
_ An indication that labor is dissatisfied with the accomplishments of the 
8ist Congress and is beginning to lay plans to go forward with the 1950 
elections. 
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